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President’s Message   

 

Well, the weather cooperated, and a great group of 

people and pups met at Prado for the March General 

Meeting and WC Practice Day. The rain held off until 

the very end of the afternoon, and it was actually the 

perfect weather for training. 

 

What a nice crop of young puppies coming up, and a 

good turnout among some older dogs also. It was 

really exciting to see the “light bulbs” go off as these 

dogs realized what a bird was and what a fun game 

retrieving can be.  A special thanks goes to Wendy 

Pennington, Denise Coler, Sue Terpstra, and Tania 

Brodowski for all their help, expertise, and hard work 

in setting up this fun day. 

 

There were no other nominations for Officers or 

Board positions, so the slate for 2012-2013 stands as 

published.(see page 5) 

 

We want to thank Joe Cook and Irma Fox for their 

work the past years, and know we will be seeing them 

again after a brief rest. And we welcome back Diane 

Matsuura back to the Board, and Bryan Brodowski 

for the first time. 

 

Thanks also to those of you who are volunteering to 

help at the Specialties. Please keep those responses 

coming. We are really going to need more help. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone in April. 

 

      Margaret 
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2011 – 2012 LRCSC OFFICERS 

President Margaret Standard 714.832.8549 
 1192 Foothill Blvd. mstanard@cox.net 
 Santa Ana, CA  92705 
 

Vice President Jane Babbitt 310.391.3396 
 11149 Pickford Way jane@norfieldlabradors.com 
 Culver City, CA  90230 
 

Treasurer Joe Cook 949.548.8755 
 336 E. 22nd St. josephco@sbcglobal.net 
 Costa Mesa, CA  92627 
 

Secretary Denise Coler 949.295.1642 
 5 Via Latigo coleriverlabs@cox.net 
 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA  92688 
 

Board Member Tania Brodowski 714.903.0515 
 11596 Lakia Drive k9lablady@mac.com 
 Cypress., CA  90630 
 

Board Member Sandra Flanigan 951.789.0890 
 18612 Sussex Road kintralabradors@att.com 
 Riverside, CA  92504 
 

Board Member Irma Fox 626.961.4306 
 16535 Flower Glen Drive rfoxpac@verizon.net 
 Hacienda Heights, CA  91745 
 

Board Member Ron Morelos 714.437.1282 
 2708 Canary Dr. ron.morelos@gmail.com 
 Costa Mesa, CA  92626 
 

Board Member Marty Rice 626.335.9345 
 755 E. Sierra Madre Ave hawkettlabs@hotmail.com 
 Glendora, CA  91741 

 
Check us out on the web 

www.lrcsocal.org 
Please direct any website related items to our webmaster: Ron Morelos 

ron.morelos@gmail.com 

 We’re on Facebook! 
 

Have you joined the LRCSC’s email list at yahoogroups.com? 
Share upcoming events and news with fellow LRCSC members via our own email 

list.  This list is intended for the use of the members of the Labrador Retriever Club 
of Southern California.  Please use this list to keep current members up-to-date on 

pertinent Dog News and Information. 

 
It’s easy to subscribe!  Send an email to: LRCSC-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

 
Contact Ron Morelos at ron.morelos@gmail.com for any questions 

 

From the Membership Chair 
Bryan Brodowski 

bandt4ever@mac.com 
 
WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING 

NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBERS! 
(none) 
 
WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING 

NEW FULL MEMBERS! 
(none) 
 
The following people have applied 

for Associate membership with the 
LRCSC and have had their 
application read to the board: 
Tiana Gutierrez 
Daniel Gutierrez 
Deldon & Julie Dekkenga 
 
The following people have applied 

for Full membership with the LRCSC 
and have had their application read 
to the board: 
Ellen Massie 
 
If you have any objection to the 
above mentioned persons joining the 
club, please voice your concern at the 
next Board meeting. 
 
Lab Rescue Organizations: 
Fetching Companions, Inc. 
www.fetchingcompanions.org 
FCRR Message line 888.412.3382 

www.sclrr.org, sclrr@sclrr.org 
PO Box 4188 
Irvine, CA  92616-4188 

1. 888.55.4A LAB 

http://www.lrcsocal.org/
mailto:ron.morelos@gmail.com
mailto:LRCSC-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:ron.morelos@gmail.com
http://www.fetchingcompanions.org/
http://www.sclrr.org/
mailto:sclrr@sclrr.org
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The Winner’s Circle 
The Winner’s Circle entries are any 1st place, a qualifying score or leg, a placement at a specialty or 
LRCSC supported entry or a new title in the last three (3) months.  Non AKC titles will only be listed 
in regular format, but no individual wins for non AKC events will be listed.  Please only submit title, 
date, and location where the title was completed.  Match wins are not eligible for publication in the 
Retriever Review, but may be listed if space is available.  Entries are listed in alphabetical order by 

the dog’s registered name. 
 

 

 
New Title  
SADDLEHILL IRISH LUCK JH 
( GCH Hyspire Shahli Hotter Than Blazes x  Saddlehill Cinderhill Ready Willing N Mabel) 
Breeder: Susan Eberhardt & Cindy Braley, Owner/Handler: Susie Gallagher & Susan Eberhardt  
3/10/12 4th Pass and Title!  Hills Ferry Hunting Retriever Club, Judges: Joe Reinhardt & Ray Kaufman 
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PUPULATION INCREASE 

Only verifiable screening information will be listed an only certification numbers are provided.  The following 
organizations will certify the certifications that they have issued.  You must know either certification number of 

the dog or its AKC number.  If no certification numbers are listed, it does not necessarily mean that the dog has 

not been screened.  Prospective buyers should inquire for further information from the breeder of the litter.   

 
All Black Litter 1/29/2012 

Sire: MBISS CH Saddlehill Late Knight 

Scramble 

OFA: LR-192280G24M-VPI 
LR-EL50607M24-VPI, 

CERF- LR-58101/2011 

Cardiac LR-CA4661/18M/S-VPI ECHO 
10/2/2010 

Optigen Clear /Normal By Parentage 
EIC- Clear 

Dam: Kintra's Ain't Misbehavin 

OFA, LR-194226G31F-VPI, LR-EL51995F31-VPI, CERF- LR-55145- (09,10,11) 
Optigen Normal 

Contact: Alexandra Flanigan 951-789-0890 e-mail Kintralabradors@att.net 
 

 
uturity is a "Window of the future Labradors"  presented by their Breeders.  It is a 

little bit of friendly competition where the breeders can come and say "my babies are 

cuter than your babies".  It is a time for everyone to come and see what the Breeders 

have been breeding. It also allows you to see what some of the beautiful females have produced 

with the handsome boys around town. 

 

Breeders actually pay to enter this competition. At stake are bragging rights and a little cash 

money.  Our Futurity this year will be held in conjunction with our Match at a date to yet be 

announced, but it will be in October. 2012. 

 

To all you Breeders who would like to have more information about nominating your litters, 

please just give me a call and I will answer any questions and help you through the litter 

nomination process. 

 

Futurity Chair- Sandra Flanigan at kintralabradors@att.net 

F 

Canine Eye Registration (CERF) 

317.494.8179             www.vmdb.org/inquiry.html 

 
Orthopedic Foundation of America (OFA) 

573.442.428          www.offa.org 

 
Optigen 

607.257.0301           www.optigen.com 

Note:  These litter listings are provided as a service and information 

exchange for full members of the LRCSC.  The listing will run in two 

(2) consecutive issues, only.  One (1) extra month costs $5.00, 

payable to LRCSC before the ad will run.  No effort is made to 

verify the information provided, nor does the LRCSC as an 

organization enforce these litters.  It is the responsibility of the 

consumer to certify information, ask questions, and evaluate 

guarantees and contracts as should be done before making any 

significant purchase.  

mailto:Kintralabradors@att.net
mailto:kintralabradors@att.net
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PRESIDENT .......................... MARGARET STANARD 
VICE-PRESIDENT ................. JANE BABBITT 
SECRETARY.......................... DENISE COLER 
TREASURER ......................... RON MORELOS 
BOARD MEMBER ................ TANIA BRODOWSKI 
BOARD MEMBER ................ SANDRA FLANIGAN 
BOARD MEMBER ................ BRYAN BRODOWSKI 
BOARD MEMBER ................ DIANE MATSUURA 

BOARD MEMBER ................ MARTY RICE 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

DENISE COLER, DIANE MATSUURA, BRYAN BRODOWSKI 
 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH LRCSC CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS, ADDITIONAL NOMINATIONS WILL BE TAKEN AT 
THE MARCH 25TH PRACTICE DAY AND GENERAL MEETING .  IF THE PERSON 
BEING NOMINATED IS NOT PRESENT, A LETTER OF INTENT TO RUN WILL BE 
NEEDED. 
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LRCSC NEEDS YOUR HELP IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS 
 
Raffle Donations 

Sandra Flanigan - 951 789-0890 
Do up a basket of items with or without a 
theme, or again a cash donation allows us to 
buy a bigger item for the silent auction. The 

donation does not have to be dog or lab 
related.  A gift you want to re-gift is great too!    
 
Specialty Set Up And Take Down 

Margaret Stanard – 714 832-8549 
HELP!!! The show committee really needs 
some men who can be there on Thursday at 
2:00 pm to help set up canopies and rings.  

We also need someone to tow the trailer to 
Canyon RV, and tow it back to Prado on 
Sunday.  We will need guys and gals to help 
with unloading and set up.   
 

Hospitality 
Tania Brodowski - 714 903-0515 
Friday and Saturday breakfast set-up and clean 
up is the responsibility of the hospitality 

chairperson.  She will need help on Thursday 
for setting up the area, and help throughout 
both days for keeping the area clean and full. 
On Saturday afternoon after lunch, the area 

needs to be cleaned and put away for the wine 
& cheese hour. Please contact her if you can 
help in this area. 
 

Advertising 
Ron Morelos - 714 437-1282 
When you place an ad of one of your wins or a 
memorial to your favorite dog, you are helping 
the club with the printing costs of the catalog, 

and it is a fun way to be part of your clubs 
history as well as letting 
folks know what you are 
doing.  Each catalog is 

saved in the club’s 
archives. Ron will help 
you with your ad if you 
need it. 

 

 

LRCSC Specialty Trophies 
  
The Labrador Retriever Club of Southern California is 

asking its members for their generous support of our 
upcoming Back to Back No Frills and Classic Specialty 
Shows, April 27 & 28, 2012, to sponsor our lovely and 
unique custom crested Armetale trophies.  Your 

support each year allows the LRCSC to continue our 
tradition of offering these very special class trophies to 
the winners at our show.  There are many classes to 
choose from and all are important to make our 

Specialty a success.  All sponsors will be listed in the 
catalog and on the back of each trophy.  So please 
help your club and sign-up to sponsor a trophy class 
today. 
  

Please contact: Diane Matsuura at 
dmatsuura@canidae.com or 626-422-4710 cell  
Please make checks payable to: LRCSC & send to: 

Diane Matsuura, 915 E. Lemon Ave, Glendora CA 
91741 
Special bonus raffle tickets to everyone who has 
paid before April 14th. 
  

Available Classes:  
$60.00 - Best of Opposite Sex; Best of Winners; 
Winners Dog; Reserve Winners Dog; Reserve Winners 
Bitch; Best Puppy; Best Opposite Sex Puppy; Best 
Bred By; High in Trial; High Op Sex; High Score 
Combined; High Score Breed Champion; High Score 
Novice; High Score Hunting; and Best Junior Handler 
  
$50.00 - 6-9 Puppy Dogs & Bitches; 9-12 Puppy Dogs 
& Bitches; 12-18 Dogs & Bitches; Novice Dogs & 
Bitches; American Bred Dogs & Bitches; Open Black 
Dogs and Bitches; Open Chocolate Dogs & Bitches; 
Hunting Dogs & Bitches; Open Yellow Bitches; Veteran 
Dogs & Bitches; and Stud Dog 
  
$50.00 - Open A and B; Utility A and B; Pre-Novice; 

Graduate Novice; Veteran; Novice B; Rally Novice; 
Rally Advanced; Rally Excellent 
  
$50.00 - All Junior Handling regular classes 
  
Can't afford to sponsor an entire class?  Shared 
Sponsorships are available.  Split the cost with a friend 
or donate to the General Trophy Fund.  We can help 
you decide what will work best for you. 
  
The LRCSC appreciates your support, so please sign-
up to sponsor a trophy class.  A big THANK YOU goes 
out to everyone who has already signed up to sponsor 
a class. 

mailto:dmatsuura@canidae.com
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LABRADOR RETRIEVER CLUB OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

Working Certificate (LRC, Inc. rules) 

Certificate of Advanced Working Ability (LRCSC rules) 
 

Sunday, April 15, 2012, 9:00am 
Prado Dog Training Area 

Chino, California 
 

Judges: Charlene Cordiero and Kristina Cordiero 
Chairperson:  Denise Coler 

 

ENTRY FEE:  $25.00 per test 
 

Working Certificate:  One land single and two water single retrieves 
(Also qualifies for LRCSC “Certificate of Working Ability”) 

 

Certificate of Advanced Working Ability:  One land double and one water double retrieves 
 

Please mail completed entry form(s) with entry fee(s) by Monday, April 9th, to: 
 

Denise Coler 
5 Via Latigo 

Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 
 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

ENTRY FORM 
 

Entry for: (    ) WC Test  (    ) CAWA Test 
 

AKC Registered Name             
 
AKC Number       Date of Birth     Male/Female (circle one) 
 
Call Name       
 
Sire                
 
Dam                
 
Breeder               
 
Owner(s)               
 
Owner’s address              
 
Phone Number (including area code)       
 
Owner’s E-mail          
 
Handler’s name         

 
 

Make checks payable to LRCSC 
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UC DAVIS VET MED  
CLINICAL TRIAL  

 
Preliminary Genetic Investigation of Inherited 

Myopia in the  
Labrador Retriever 

 
RECEIVE A FREE C.E.R.F. EYE EXAMINATION & 

CERTIFICATION 
 
WHAT: RESEARCH CLINICAL TRIAL INVESTIGATING INHERITED    MYOPIA 

(NEAR SIGHTEDNESS) IN LABS. 
 

WHERE: UC DAVIS VMTH ROOM 229,  OPHTHALMOLOGY DEPT 

 
DATE/TIME:  SATURDAY, APRIL 7

TH
 9:00am-5:00pm 

 
WHAT WE NEED: A SMALL BLOOD SAMPLE AND A NON-INVASIVE OCUAR 

ULTRASOUND. NO SEDATION NEEDED. 
 

ONLY 12 DOGS PER HOUR TIME BLOCK WILL BE ALLOWED. 
 
**MUST CALL MONICA MOTTA @ 530-752-3981 TO  
SCHEDULE ARRIVAL TIME** 
 
DROP-INS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED DUE TO 
HIGH VOLUME 

 
LINK FOR DIRECTIONS: 
http://www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/vmth/directions.cfm 
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Submitted by our Secretary, Denise Coler 

CHF-Funded Researcher 
Receives US Flag Flown in 
Afghanistan 

03/09/2012 

AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF) 
funded researcher Cindy Otto, DVM, 
Ph.D., of the University of Pennsylvania 
was presented with an American flag 
flown in Afghanistan in recognition of 
her commitment to the health of working 
dogs.  

The flag was presented to Dr. Otto by 
Major Janice L. Baker, U.S. Army 
Veterinary Corps. While Major Baker 
could not provide the specifics of the 
mission under which the flag was flown, 
she informed Dr. Otto that they “carried 
this flag and displayed it proudly over 
some of the most hostile areas of the 
country in support of missions utilizing 
military working dogs, in honor of you 
and your colleagues, who are dedicated 

to the medicine, research and promotion 
of health of working dogs.” 

Military working dogs serve a variety of 
vital roles in the U.S. Armed Forces, and 
their service to our county is 
immeasurable. Dr. Otto deeply 
understands the contribution of these 
canine soldiers and working dogs in 
general, as she has committed much of 
her research career to monitoring the 
health and well-being of urban search 
and rescue dogs. Her CHF-funded 
research has given her the expertise to 
be a valuable consultant to the military 
and has provided important information 
that impacts the care of all working 
dogs.  

Otto said, “This is a tremendous honor, 
and I am deeply appreciative of the 
opportunity that I have had to contribute 
to the health of these and all canine 
heroes. I look forward to promoting the 
health and well-being of working dogs 
through ongoing research at the Penn 
Vet Working Dog Center and through 
the support of the CHF and all 
organizations that have the appreciation 
of the important contribution that these 
dogs make to society.” 

“We are proud of Dr. Otto’s commitment 
to working dogs and the insight her 
research provides the U.S. Armed 
Forces,” said Terry T. Warren, Chief 
Executive Officer and General  Counsel 
of CHF. “The AKC Canine Health 
Foundation is committed to advancing 
the health of all dogs and ensuring that 
we care for working dogs to the best of 
our ability is an integral part of our 
mission.” 
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How Dogs Show Affection  
 

Love can 
be defined 
as "a deep, 
tender, 
ineffable 
feeling of 
affection 
and 
solicitude 

toward (a person).1 " Most of us have known 
that same deep and ineffable sentiment 
toward our pets. And gazing into our dogs’ 
eyes, we’ve sworn the feeling is mutual. Are 
canines truly capable of love? Here’s what the 
experts say. 

A family affair 

I am not a morning person. My wonderful dog 
respects this and does not wake me up in the 
morning. Ever. Yet somehow he knows when I 
have opened my eyes. Then he promptly hops 
off the guest bed and walks into my room to do 
his morning stretches. When I finally make my 
way downstairs, he is already there, 
enthusiastically running around in circles 
until I take him out for a walk. Always puts a 
smile on my face—it’s a great way to start the 
day. - Diana P., Washington, D.C. 

The way dogs relate to us stems from their 
pack animal roots. In the wild, tight social 
bonds among pack members are essential to 
survival. Wolves mate for life and have a very 
structured family hierarchy. Subordinate 
wolves approach more dominant ones with 
respectful gestures such as face-licking, tail-
wagging, and a lowered body posture. 
Rapport among equals is more rowdy, and the 
excited barking, jumping, and roughhousing 
are akin to friendship. Pack members protect 
each other and are very loyal. The entire pack 
contributes toward feeding and rearing the 
young. Mated pairs and their offspring might 
sleep together, snuggled with a paw or head 
over another’s back. If one wolf is injured in a 
hunt, the others bring food to it, lick its 

wounds, and nurse it back to health. Modern 
domestic dogs are reprogrammed to direct 
these behaviors towards humans, who are, in 
essence, their surrogate pack. 

Is it love? 

When I was first pregnant, I had some 
complications and was put on bed rest. My 
dog would not leave my side. My husband 
could get him about ten feet outside the front 
door to take care of his business. Then he 
would immediately turn around and tug on 
the leash to get back inside to be with me. 
- Shannon A., Newton, MA 

We love our dogs, and they seem to love us, 
but is a dog really capable of such emotions? 
Is it love as we know it? Or are we just 
projecting our human feelings onto our dogs? 

Some scientists and behaviorists believe that 
dogs do not feel actual emotions, but rather 
act on instinct alone. Thus the dog that wags 
her tail and barks excitedly upon your return 
is performing a stereotypic greeting for a 
superior pack member. The dog that stands 
vigil by the sickbed is only heeding a 
hardwired instinct towards pack survival. The 
dog that stares longingly into your eyes is 
actually just saying "feed me." 

A behavioral model of canine affection 
suggests that dogs learn to "love" us because 
we unwittingly teach them to do so. We 
actually train them to wag, lick, bark and 
make silly faces for us by rewarding them 
with snuggles and a treat. Our human habit of 
investing other animals with our emotions 
then leads us to interpret their behavior as 
love. Veterinarian Fred Metzger sums up this 
line of reasoning: 

"Dogs probably don't feel love in the typical 
way humans do. Dogs make investments in 
human beings because it works for them. . . . 
The more 'cute factor' they give us, the more 
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we feel like they love us. This makes it more 
likely that we will give them more attention, 
food treats, outdoor access—all based on how 
much of a show they put on for us.2" 

We used to call our dog "Baywatch Bodey." 
Whenever I would go swimming in the ocean, 
Bodey would pace the beach, whining and 
yelping until he could break free from his 
leash. Nothing would stop him until he 

reached me 
in the water 
and I 
grabbed 
onto his 
collar so he 
could tow 
me back to 
safety. Once 
back on the 

shore he would strut around so proud that he 
saved me.  
- Caycee H., Seattle, WA 

Steven Budiansky, author of The Truth About 
Dogs takes it one step further. He suggests 
that dogs, by virtue of their intensely 
hierarchical social system, are instinctive 
brown-nosers who know just what it takes to 
get ahead. Thus, according to Budiansky, dogs 
have unleashed their uncanny abilities on 
humans in a survival-of-the-fittest sort of 
way, thereby winning our hearts, our homes, 
and a life of luxury that is unheard of in the 
rest of the animal kingdom.3 

Does love conquer all? 

But what of the dog who sits loyally by the 
sickbed? Or the dog that repeatedly performs 
an altruistic rescue-at-sea? Must there always 
something in it for them? All cynicism aside, 
it’s tempting to believe that a 
dog’s affection is real, at least 
on some level. 

Says Dr. Ann Marcario, a 
veterinarian and dog lover in 
New York: 

"[My dog] seems to know when I am feeling 
down and gives me more attention at those 
times. She lets me know when she doesn't like 
something and when she's having a great time 
or if she doesn't feel good. She is obedient 
when I give her directions. She recognizes her 
"friends" (both people and animal) and greets 
them enthusiastically." 

If it’s not exactly love in the complex human 
sense, certainly the connection and deep 
attachment are real. And in most cases, a 
dog’s loyalty is unconditional. She doesn’t care 
if your hair’s not washed or if you’re having a 
bad day. You can ignore, scold, or even forget 
to feed your dog and he won’t hold a grudge. 
He’s just happy that you’re you. This type of 
pure, non-judgmental bond is precious in our 
jaded and cynical world. Is it love? Or 
something even better? In the end, the 
question of whether a dog’s love is real may be 
nothing more than semantics. 
http://www.doghealth.com/how-and-why/how-dogs-show-affection 

 

Spot Speaks 

Pet Poisons by Nancy Kay, DVM © 
 
The telephone call I hope you never have to make 
is to a pet poison control center. If the situation 
does arise, however, I hope you will have the 
appropriate contact information close at hand. 
   
Two poison control organizations that I strongly 
recommend, and which are available to you 24/7 
are the: 

1. ASPCA Animal Poison Control 

Center  (1-888-426-4435) and the  
2. Pet Poison Helpline (1-800-213-6680)  

 
If uncertain if your pet has ingested or been 
exposed to something that is toxic, call one of these 
organizations right away. You will either be fully 
reassured or instructed on what course of action to 
take. 
 
The Pet Poison Helpline recently released their "top 
ten list" of toxicities based on calls received during 
2011. They are ranked below in order of frequency: 
   
Top Ten Toxins Reported in 2011 Helpline Calls        
1. Foods- specifically chocolate, xylitol, grapes, 

and raisins. 

http://www.doghealth.com/how-and-why/how-dogs-show-affection
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2. Insecticides- sprays, bait stations, and spot on 
flea and tick treatments. 

3. Rodenticides (mouse and rat poisons). By the 
way, rodenticides pose the potential for relay 
toxicity- pets can be poisoned by eating rodents 
that have died from the toxin. 

4. Human nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 
medications such as ibuprofen and naproxen. 

5. Household cleaning products (all the more 
reason I don't like to clean- could be harmful for 
my pets!). 

6. Antidepressant drugs prescribed for people 
(Prozac, Paxil, Celexa, and Effexor). 

7. Fertilizers including bone meal, blood meal, and 
iron based products. 

8. Acetaminophen which is the active ingredient in 
Tylenol and many over the counter cough and 
cold remedies. 

9. Amphetamine based human drugs including 
Adderall and Concerta. 

10. Veterinary nonsteroidal antiinflammatory 
medications (particularly those that are in tasty 
chewable tablet form) including Rimadyl, 
Deramaxx, and Previcox. 

 
Just for fun, I will provide you with two other top ten 
lists created by the Pet Poison Helpline. 
 
Top Ten Breeds Involved in 2011 Helpline Calls       
Mixed breeds    Labrador Retrievers (Why am I not 
surprised!)    Golden Retrievers    Chihuahuas    
Yorkshire Terriers    Dachshunds    ShihTzus    
Boxers    Beagles    German Shepherds     
 
Top Ten Dog Names Involved in 2011 Helpline 
Calls        
Bella    Lucy    Max    Molly    Daisy    Bailey    
Charlie    Lily    Maggie    Sadie and Buddy were 
tied for tenth place! 
 
Have you ever had to call a poison control center 
for your pet? If so, please tell us about your 
experience. 
   
If you would like to respond publicly, please visit 
http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=3219. 
   
Best wishes to you and your four-legged family 
members for abundant good health,        
Nancy Kay, DVM     
Diplomate, American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine,  Author of 
Speaking for Spot: Be the Advocate Your Dog Needs to Live a Happy, Healthy, 
Longer Life, Author of Your Dog's Best Health: A Dozen Reasonable Things to 

Expect From Your Vet, Recipient, Leo K. Bustad Companion Animal Veterinarian 
of the Year Award    Recipient, American Animal Hospital Association Animal 
Welfare and Humane Ethics Award    Recipient, Dog Writers Association of 

America Award for Best Blog, Recipient, Eukanuba Canine Health Award, 
Recipient, AKC Club Publication Excellence Award  

Labrador Grooming - Trimming 
Your Labrador Retrievers Nails 

 by: Fay Fernandez  

Regular nail trimming is 
important to your Labrador 
Retrievers health and well 

being. Nails that are not 
properly clipped can crack 

and split, which can lead to 
infection in that area. Long nails 

can be uncomfortable for your 
Labrador and for an owner’s leg. A 

regular trimming, at least once a 
week or every two weeks, will save 

both you and your Labrador 
Retriever a lot of pain and aggravation.  

Purchase a good quality nail clipper, one that is 
appropriate for your Labradors claws. You might also 
want to purchase a clotting agent, such as Kwik-Stop, or 

a styptic pen. It is not unusual for people to clip a toenail 
short and for bleeding to occur.  

Start by having your Lab lie down or secure him with his 
collar and leash.  

What you are looking for is called the quick (pink part of 

the nail), which is the live tissue inside the nail. This will 
be easier to see in yellow nails than dark ones. Here's a 
tip, shining a flashlight through the back of the nail will 
help you locate the quick. You want to cut back to the 

beginning of the quick. Cutting the quick will cause some 
bleeding, which happens from time to time.  

Black nails can be a little more difficult to locate the quick. 
If you turn your Labs paw over and look closely you will 

see a little round thick part on the bottom side of the nail, 
which is the quick.  

When you’re ready to cut, make sure you aren’t on the 
quick, and make a smooth, quick squeeze with your 
clippers, letting the nail fall away. If 

you clip small, thin slices off of the 
nail tip, you will be able to see a 
small black or pink, moist looking 
disk in the center of the cut nail. 

This disk is the start of your quick, 
and this is as far as you should 

http://www.speakingforspot.com/blog/?p=3219
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trim. Some people do cut the nail 

back until a slight amount of bleeding occurs, in an attempt to shorten the nail further. However it’s not advisable as it can 
make for an unpleasant experience for your Labrador.  

Continue clipping until all of your Lab’s paws are complete and then you can file down the sharp edges, or just let your 

Labrador wear the edges smooth.  

Every now and then you might hit the quick when trimming. Don’t panic, just blot with a towel and apply your Kwik -Stop, or 
styptic pen and this should stop the bleeding after a few minutes.  

Follow the above steps and in no time you will be clipping your Labs nails just like the professionals.  

About The Author 

Fay Fernandez is an experienced pet owner and creator of http://allaboutlabradors.blogspot.com. All About Labradors 
provides quality Labrador articles, stories, Labrador product reviews 
and lots more. If you find this article useful, please visit 
http://allaboutlabradors.blogspot.com. This article was posted on 

February 27, 2006 

 

The Truth about Vitamin C 
By Fred Lanting (http://siriusdog.com/the-truth-about-vitamin-c) 

Every so often, old arguments resurface and writers try to change public 
perception about some particular topic. They may be based on well-thought-out scientific studies, or on poorly designed 
experiments, or on hot air. For years, Vitamin C (also known as ascorbate or ascorbic acid) has caused great controversy, 
mostly because of extreme and unfounded claims but also on fairly accurate studies with different conclusions because of 
the design of those experiments. Are most or any of the conclusions valid? There are many things we know or think we 

know about vitamin C, especially its role in human nutrition, but man is not able to synthesize his own ascorbates (nor are 
other primates, fish, or guinea pigs), while the dog and most other animals are. So, for canines, it has been considered a 
nonessential vitamin and the basis for its prescription is the belief that in certain stress conditions the natural synthesis  is 
insufficient to take care of peaks and elevations in demand. Because of a few ads and articles by people marketing vitamin 

C, scores of dog owners have placed unwarranted faith in the vitamin to cure or prevent hip dysplasia, jaundice, distemper, 
heart disease, and an almost endless list of viral and bacterial disorders. A few of these may be helped but most are 
extremely unlikely to be affected much if at all by the vitamin therapy. In fact, a study at Cornell University showed that 
vitamin?C?treated dogs actually had less vitamin C in their adrenal glands than did the control dogs that had not been fed 

any extra. The more the vitamin was given in nutrition/medication, the faster the dogs seemed to expel it through the urine. 
Stress depletes the body of this vitamin, but also stimulates the healthy dog to increase its production. In the health-
challenged dog, however, faster recovery is likely if supplementation is temporarily used rather than reliance on the sick dog 
making enough. In short, it won't hurt for you to temporarily share your vitamin C with your dog, especially under very 

stressful conditions, but don't expect miracles. It has absolutely no effect on hip dysplasia. 

C is widely known as “the wound-healing vitamin” and “the stress vitamin,” and I used to give my dogs about a gram or two 
a day if they had surgery, injury, or illness, until the condition was corrected. But I could not tell any difference, so I have 
discontinued that practice. Cooking tends to destroy it, and fresh sources may not have adequate shelf life or palatability 

that dogs appreciate, so if you want to try it on a short-term basis (up to a couple weeks, for instance), the tablet is the 
easiest way to administer it. In spite of the hoaxes and charlatans’ claims, it will not cure every ill in the world, but for 
humans especially, it may be the nearest thing to the long-desired “magic pill” that we have. Maybe that’s why the Creator 

http://allaboutlabradors.blogspot.com/
http://allaboutlabradors.blogspot.com/
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made sure our carnivorous canine companions can biologically manufacture their own, since they do not normally eat citrus 
fruits, tomatoes, or cabbage, or have much opportunity to find other sources. 

One of the chief of many beneficial functions of ascorbate involves the manufacture of collagen, a protein of the white 

connective tissues and cell walls, frequently called the “glue” that binds all cells and tissues and organs together. It is a lso 
the primary component of cartilage, ligaments, and tendons, and even makes up a large part of the bones. Hard work is a 
form of stress, so such dogs as you’d find on sled dog teams are frequently fed diets high in natural sources, like seal liver. 
Sailors used to get scurvy because of two factors: no foods containing vitamin C, and very hard work with every muscle in 

their bodies. 

Vitamin/Mineral Balance 

Although usually an excess of one vitamin does not seem to reduce the effect of another, excessive amounts of A and D 

can be toxic. A friend of mine had been dosing her litter of puppies with more and more vitamins A & D and getting worse 
and worse symptoms until I saw the staggering pups and told her about the cause. I know of a very few humans who have 

mild to moderate reactions to a specific vitamin and I have not seen the same reaction in dogs except for a great abundance 
of these two vitamins, plus a very minor reaction to excess choline or niacin. There are many positive synergistic effects 
between vitamins C, A, and E, with some enhancing of the B vitamins also reported. But let the dog get at least the C and A 
from a normal balanced diet. 

Antioxidants vitamins E and C are synergistic; i.e., they work together better than they do separately. While dogs produce 

their own vitamin C, those with DM (degenerative myelopathy) may need more than they can manufacture, according to one 
researcher. In excess, it also can cause flatulence. In the case of a permanent, chronic disorder like DM, it’s possibly useful 
to continue usage, but ask your vet to diligently research the latest studies on this in his/her veterinary journals. In any case, 
there seems to be benefits to the Vitamin E-supplemented dog in regard to utilizing C. 

Minerals, on the other hand, can be very touchy regarding their absolute quantities as well as rations; the most striking is 
the calcium/phosphorus relationship. We may well add vitamin D to this triangle because this vitamin, which is synthesized 
or activated by the influence of sunlight, is needed for the body to assimilate calcium. Dogs apparently do not manufacture 
vitamin D as easily as other animals, such as humans. If the mineral ratio is upset, the more prevalent mineral tends to 

prevent the other one from being used by the body, and in some doses the body seems to react negatively to excess, 
refusing almost all of whatever it is, not just the excess. If the diet contains significantly more than about one percent of  
each of these two minerals (Ca & P), they may affect additional nutrients. Zinc, for example, may have its benefits blocked 
by too much calcium, and the same effect on manganese and iron has been identified as a cause of lethargy and 

drowsiness. Too much calcium and phosphorus in the diet, whether by supplementation or (less common) overeating a 
balanced food, seems to cause symptoms of hypertrophic osteodystrophy (HOD) and other forms of osteochondrosis, and 
contributes to torsion. This is treated in more detail in my book on Canine Hip Dysplasia and Other Orthopedic Disorders.  

In more than one study on joint and bone disease as related to nutrition, it was found that pups allowed as much food as 
they wanted exhibited abnormal bumps and knobs on some joints, and had weak pasterns, backs, and hocks compared to 

those pups on restricted amounts of food with the same ideal ratios of calcium to phosphorus. Likewise, the tendency 
toward hip dysplasia increases when pups genetically prone to it have been fed too much. Calcium supplementation is 
definitely not indicated for growing dogs and is possibly harmful to most adults as well, even if phosphorus is increased in 
proportion. “Not indicated” is medical lingo for “Don’t do it!” 

Most dog food ingredients, as well as most table scraps, are richer in phosphorus than calcium. Red meat is especially high, 
with Ca/P ratios running from 1:12 for well-marbled chuck roast to 1:44 for liver. To compensate for the meat in high?BV 
dog foods, mills may add bone meal (2:1) and beet pulp (7:1). (BV stands for “biological value” and is discussed further in 
my book.) A fast?growing German Shepherd puppy needs the same ratio of phosphorus to calcium as does a toy?breed 

adult and every dog in the spectrum between, and the same or less percentage of total ration in the analysis, which you will 
find on the bag. Growing pups of large breeds do not need more per pound, although they will eat more food and thus get 
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more per pound of body weight than a sedentary lap dog. If the dog eats the proper amount of food, he will not only get 
enough of these minerals, he will probably get too much, but most of them will be excreted as long as they aren't over 
supplemented. 

Stress Foods 

Working dogs in high stress situations may require more energy than is found even in high-fat commercial dry foods. There 

is also some evidence that vitamin C is useful in stressful situations. Since late pregnancy and lactation fall into this 
category and are probably as stressful as injury repair and disease resistance, vitamin C supplementation will not be 
harmful unless there is a kidney problem, and may truly be beneficial at this time. If you are really working your dog hard for 

a period of time, you may wish to add vitamin C supplements until that maximum stress period is over. But remember, you 
diminish the canine body’s ability to make its own ascorbate, the longer you supplement. 

What to Believe? 

P. T. Barnum said “There's a sucker born every minute,” so there will always be opportunists making money or boosting 
their egos. I've met many doctors (vets, M.D.s, Ph.D.s, etc) who are “certifiable,” and I don't mean by a board of their peers, 

either!  There is much good to be said for the efficacious use of herbs, but most extremist-holistic herbalists and healers are 
on another planet, pulling nonsense out of thin air and marketing or preaching it as gospel. A thread of legitimacy is 
frequently woven into the whole cloth of fraud or fantasy. Dr. Pauling was a fellow chemist, and much misquoted. The 
unorthodox crowds who grabbed his “othomolecular” term and made it a flag and cause to rally around have perverted his 

intent and meaning. The major proponent and salesman of vitamin C has been thoroughly debunked, and only the willfully 
blind continue to follow his unscientific conclusions and schemes (They hang on like a leech in websites and 
correspondence). My life's work has been science; I have a background in organic chemistry (my major field), I minored in 
physics, studied atomic & nuclear physics, biochemistry, and other sciences, and have both worked in the industrial sector 

and taught at the college level in many branches of science. Having much understanding of and no tolerance for pseudo-
science peddlers and misguided mystics, I am appalled by the heretical and unscientific nonsense that travels with most of 
the holistic practitioners and snake-oil salesmen. If I were inclined to be a disreputable charlatan, I could also make money 
over widows and poor gullible souls by practicing phrenology, reflexology, aura analysis, Chen Fueng, conversing with 

Eleanor Roosevelt or Jean Dixon, curing cancer by waving my hands over the patient, curing cripples by selling them prayer 
hankies, and inventing even more ridiculous schemes. I have a relative in California who used to prey upon the gullible and 
the desperate, and the difference between him and the fringe element in the world of cures and concoctions, probably, is 
that he does not believe the garbage he sells. Some apparently do. Which is worse, I wonder?  I feel sorry for both his 

victims and those of the peepers and mumblers of the arcane. 

“Test everything.”     …Paul, in 1 Thessalonians 4:21 

Having given such a strong warning about being bamboozled, I must say that I am a big believer in getting as close to 
nature as is comfortable, feasible, and economically viable. I have benefited from vitamin supplements, I make my own 
caffeine-free herbal tea, I recycle, conserve, eat healthful foods, exercise, avoid alarm clocks and smoke, and I keep an 

open mind as to the real or possible benefits of massage, acupuncture, and other concepts and practices. If I can see a 
benefit in myself or my dogs, and test that against scientific controls, I might accept something not yet universally proven. 
As long as, based on valid evidence instead of just anecdotal testimony, you are sure that what you are doing to or for your 
dog is the best for him, you are doing no damage. And since you are your dog’s primary-care physician (practicing animal 

husbandry), you must also follow the medical doctor’s slogan: “First, do no harm.” 

Fred Lanting is an internationally respected show judge, approved by many registries as an all-breed judge, has judged numerous 

countries’ Sieger Shows and Landesgruppen events, and has many years experience as one of only two SV breed judges in the 
US. He presents seminars and consults worldwide on such topics as Gait-&-Structure, HD and Other Orthopedic Disorders, and 

The GSD. He conducts annual non-profit sightseeing tours of Europe, centered on the Sieger Show (biggest breed show in the 

world) and BSP. All Things Canine  consulting division, Willow Wood Services. Tel.: 256-498-3319  Mr.GSD[at]netscape.com 

mailto:mr.gsd@netscape.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Date Club Event Location 

APRIL 2012 

4/1 Kern County KC All Breed Show, Obed & Rally Trials Bakersfield 

4/14 Southwest Obedience Club Obedience & Rally Practice Match TBD 

4/14, 15 LRCSC 2012 Spring Hunt Test Chino 

4/15 Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 
Club 

Health Clinic: Heart & CERF 
9a-1p 

San Diego - Contact: 
cavalierclubofsandiego@ya
hoo.com 

4/22 Lomita Obed Training Club Obedience & Rally Practice Match TBD 

4/27 & 28 LRCSC Specialty Canyon RV Park 

4/28 LRCSC General Meeting will be held 
after the Specialty Show 

Canyon RV Park 

4/27 Golden Retriever Club of 
Greater LA 

Specialty Conformation, Obed & Rally Prado Regional Park 

4/ 28 & 29 Lake Matthews Kennel Club All Breed Show, Obed & Rally Trials Prado Regional Park 

MAY 2012 

5/ 5 & 6 Rio Hondo Kennel Club All Breed Show, Obed & Rally Trials 
(Saturday only) 

Cal Poly Pomona 

5/6 HDOC All Breed Show Obed & Rally Trials Newhall 

5/12, 13 Apple Valley KC All Breed Show Obed & Rally Trials Victorville 

5/ 25 - 28 “the Mission Circuit” All Breed Show, Obed & Rally Trials Pomona Fairgrounds 

JUNE 2012 

6/2, 3 Great Western Flat-Coated 

Retriever Club 

2012 Hunt Test Chino 

6/ 2 & 3 Kennel Club of Pasadena All Breed Show, Obed & Rally Trials Brookside Park 

6/ 15, 16 & 17 Bahia Sur Kennel Club of Chula 
Vista 

All Breed Show, Obed & Rally Trials Chula Vista 

6/ 22, 23 & 24 Great Western Terrier Assoc Terrier Group Conformation, Obed & 
Rally (Friday only) 

Queen Mary Park 

JULY 2012 

7/ 6, 7 & 8 Channel City KC/Ventura Dog 
Fanciers 

All Breed Show, Obed & Rally Trials Ventura Fairgrounds 

SEPTEMBER 2012 

9/ 22 & 23 Santa Ana Valley KC All Breed Show, Obed & Rally Trials Cerritos  

OCTOBER 2012 

10/28, 27 LRCSC  2012 Fall Hunt Test Chino 

NOVEMBER 2012 

11/ 3 & 4 San Gabriel Valley KC/Antelope 
Valley KC 

All Breed Show, Obed & Rally Trials City of Industry 

11/ 3 HDOC AKC Tracking Seminar Valencia 
Contact Pia Paulsen at 
piapaulsen@verizon.net  

 


